Reversible cerebral vasoconstriction syndrome manifesting as focal seizures without a thunderclap headache: A pediatric case report.
We report a pediatric case of reversible cerebral vasoconstriction syndrome with focal seizures without a thunderclap headache. A 7-year-old girl had a mild acute headache with nausea after swimming. She subsequently developed hemi-convulsions followed by right hemiplegia. Brain magnetic resonance angiography revealed generalized vasoconstriction of the main cerebral peripheral arteries. Her hemiplegia was spontaneously resolved within 6h. Over the next 24h she suffered from recurrent and transient headaches, which recurred on days 3 and 5. Follow-up magnetic resonance angiography on day 3 documented the multifocal narrowing of the main cerebral arteries, which was observed to have diminished at 12weeks after her initial presentation. She did not have any headaches or neurological deficits after day 5. This case indicates that reversible cerebral vasoconstriction syndrome should be considered in children with focal seizures even when they do not present with thunderclap headaches. The timely and appropriate evaluation by magnetic resonance angiography and imaging is essential for diagnosing reversible cerebral vasoconstriction syndrome.